In 1944, Alex is an ex-ambassador. Mr. Taney's newspaper, which has been leased out, is in a state of decline. Sam is a corporal who has been wounded and decorated for bravery in the war in Italy. Emily has not seen Cassie for about twenty-one years. She knows that Cassie is in town, and invites her for dinner. They talk about the war, world policy, and themsclves. Emily reveals that she has known all along about Cassie and Alex. After Cassie leaves, Sam divulges that he has been ca IIed to the hospital the foilowing day, to have his wounded leg amputated.
The relationship between the plot and the title of the play is a puzzle to the reader; but Lillian llellman herself clarifies that connection when, in a passage in one of her autobiographieal books, An Hnfinished Woman, she partly describes her daily life with a black servant called Helor» who worked for her for many years, "The first months had been veiled and edgy: her severe face, her opprcssive silences made 
